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December 2008

WWW.VMTAColumbusga.org

Newsletter Editor: John Fiske (706) 561-3543, enjfike1941@bellsouth.net

Business Meeting

January 12th at 7:00 PM
Piccadilly’s in Peachtree Mall
Eat at 6:30 or earlier

Board Meeting
To Be Schedule
As needed

Board of Directors

President:Sid Martin
Tel: (706) 324-0775
Cell: (706) 329-7555

Vice-President:Paul Lujan
Tel: (706) 561-5445
Cell: (706) 681-6030

Ride Chairpersons
Roger & Susan Miller

Roger Cell: (706) 402-7399
Susan Cell: (706) 615-3355

Treasurer: Mary Fiske
Tel: (706) 561-3543
Cell: (706) 398-7147

Secretary Gwen Carter
Tel: (706) 561-4175

Public Relations:Art Murphy
Tel: (706) 569-6820
Cell: (706) 681-8386

Presidents Note
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Announcements

December Birthdays December Anniversaries

21% — Jacob and Joan Kaplan
29" — Denny and Sandy Reid
29" - Micky & Laura Avirett

9" — Randolph Harchar
15" - Sallie Curtis
23" — Richard Parker
28" — George Carter
28" - Jacob Kaplan
29" _ Travis Garner
30" — Cornelius Smith



December & January Ride/Event
Calendar
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December 6th - VMTA Holiday Party -
Magnolia Café on Hamilton Rd 6:30 PM Dinner
served at 7:00. Bring one each man’s/woman’s
gift ($10 limit) plainly marked.

December 7" — Toys For Tots Ride — _Gather
at IHOP in Phenix City at 9:00. Ride as a group
to staging area. Ride will terminate at Flat Rock
Park for hot dogs & chips.

January 1 %' 2009 — Annual Polar Bear Ride
Departs from Shell station at 9:30.
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From: Tommy Jeter [mailto:wtj305@hotmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2008 9:53 PM

To: jason@extremepowersportsonline.com; colcycle@mchsi.com;
droberts@chattahoocheehd.com; vmtamotorcyclega@gmail.com;
info@hogheavenmotorcycles.com; racl@bellsouth.net;
gmttrike@iwon.com; weathershonda@bellsouth.net; rex;
scornwell@mikepattonauto.com; Tammy; tammy and tod;
Thomas Pappas; rmanual@mikepattonauto.com; Chad Mann

Cc: Mike Reeves; creeves@teaverroadbc.org

Subject: "Operation Christmas Child" Nov 16th 2008

Just wanted to say "Thanks" for all that each of you did for "Operation
Christmas Child" Bike Run held today. The collected shoe box's will
be taken to Teaver Road Baptist Church this week as the National
Collection week kicks off. Again, thanks for everyone's efforts and
time. If you have any questions please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely

Tommy Jeter
706-325-9129
witj305@hotmail.com
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Niagara Falls Trip

First of all, | would like to say how disappointed | have been, for some time, by not getting to ride with the club. It just
seems that there is always something that keeps us from going. | see by the stories in the newsletter and hearing bits
and pieces that we have really been missing out. Hopefully next year will be better.

We did, however, manage to do our long planned trip to Niagara Falls. | got my mother to my sister’s house and Jake and
| were free to hit the road. We left out on Thursday, September 18"™. We could not have asked for better weather. We
had the GPS set for back roads and no interstates. We went up 27 and as we were trying to get through Chattanooga, we
had our first little mistake. We turned (at the last minute) and the road signs were disagreeing with what the Tom Tom
was saying. Jake pulled off in a station parking lot to check things out with the good ole map. Well, | was sitting there and
looking to the ground (which | always do, looking for money), | happened to see a nail about 2 inches from the middle of
Jake’s tire. Boy did | come off big red and said “don’t move” and managed to get it and also found one in front of my tire.
Then while Jake was navigating, | did a police check for any more nails. What could have been a major disaster, turned
out to be ok. We were in the right direction, managed to pull out with no flat tires, and headed on. | had never been that
far north on 27. It was a beautiful ride. We were having a ball on the curves and beautiful mountainous scenery, when,
all of a sudden, the traffic stopped. There had been a truck overturned ahead and it was going to be about 45 minutes
before it would be cleared and we could move. Upon talking with some locals in a PT cruiser, we turned around and
followed the cruiser on back (I mean back) roads and went around the accident. | really had a time keeping big red up
with the cruiser. They were moving. The road was narrow, very twisty and bumpy. We managed though and got back on
27 and kept on moving.

Other than the possible flat tires, and zooming around an accident, the rest of the trip was uneventful. We did get on the
interstate though when going through Columbus Ohio. That is a “big” city and we would still be trying to go through it on
side roads. We arrived in Niagara on Sunday and left there on Wednesday. We did everything at the falls except “go
over” them and it was great. We went on a boat ride that took you right to the bottom of the falls, we stood beside them,
we went behind them, and we were at the bottom of the U.S. side where we were getting drenched from the mist and wind
off the big rocks that the water was landing on. It was really awesome to be so close.

The second day we were there, after our tour, Jake and | got on the bikes and went into Canada. | wouldn't let Jake take
his gun (didn’t want to take any chances and possibly get arrested (like Sid)), but as it turned out, he could have had it
with him anyway. We managed to just talk our way across the border, going and coming back, with no major inspections.
Canada was just so beautiful. We only rode about 15 miles to a town called “Niagara on The Lake”. It was really a
gorgeous place. We went to the lake and there was a couple that had “just married” having pictures made by the water.
We then went a block across the road to the town, parked and walked around a little. We kept seeing the wedding couple
going to different spots in the town for pictures. It reminded me of Helen, Georgia, only with different types of buildings
and décor. | really would like to have a couple of months to go and ride all around Canada, if all of it is anything like what
we saw just across the border.

| really enjoyed going on back roads. Some of the roads in Ohio were almost like being on a roller coaster. We saw
some really great farm homes. | must mention Lexington Kentucky also. That place was absolutely gorgeous with all
those horse farms. The homes and fields with those beautiful horses were just something else to ride by.

It was really great to be on the road again on my great riding Gold Wing. With taking care of my Mother and doing my
Grandmother duties, | have had little time for riding. Here it is Saturday and some are right now (as | write) riding on the
North Alabama ride and | am sitting here at my office waiting to go visit my Mother again at the hospital. She has been in
over a week, last few days in CCU, and the visiting is only every 2 hours. So | made use of this time to write about our
trip. | meant to get this in time for the newsletter, but didn’'t make it. Anyway, my Mother is on the road to recovery now, (I
hope), and | have my wonderful trip written about, so things are better. But | sure am sitting here wishing | was on the
road with the club. Hope you are having a great time, hope all is safe, and hope to see you at the November meeting.

Joan Kaplan

FOR SALE

99 Gold Wing SE
Mike Brooome
334-663-7477
FAN



NORTH ALABAMA RIDE

As with the previous two years, the 3" annual North Alabama Ride started at the PCHD with clear skies and cool
temperatures. Seven bikes departed shortly after the scheduled time and headed north on 280. Due to the temp being in
the 30's we decided to eat our breakfast earlier and let the sun warm things up a bit. Since Mr. Richardson was along for
the ride we got ‘sucked’ into MacDonald’s in Opelika for fine breakfast cuisine. With bellies full of warm breakfast and
drink, we restarted our journey north. Due to the decision to not do breakfast at 29 Dreams this year, | took the group
north on some different roads from the previous two years. After staying on 280 with the sun still warming us up, we
headed north after passing through Alex City on Hwy 9. After a short distance we continued due north out of Goodwater
on Hwy 7. The leaves and scenery were very nice as we passed through the Talladega National Forest but the best was
yet to come. We wound through the back roads to Talladega and then on to Pell City where we picked up US Hwy 231
for a short distance before taking Hwy 174 which winds north towards Guntersville. Hwy 174 is a very scenic and
somewhat twisty road that we have taken before and always enjoyed.

After about 60 more miles of back roads we pulled into Guntersville. Now Susan, who had to stay home for this trip due to
her Mom suddenly being in the hospital, had given me a good tip on a beautiful place to have lunch. We took Hwy 227
across Lake Guntersville which winds up the east side of the lake. After about ten miles we pulled into Lake Guntersville
State Park. Absolutely beautiful lodge on a high ridge overlooking Lake Guntersville.

The restaurant
at the Lodge
offered an
excellent buffet
or you could
order
sandwiches off
the menu. We
left the Lodge
and continued
northeast along
the south side
of Lake
Guntersville.
We had not
taken this route before but it was a much more picturesque ride than the north side which is more commercialized. This
route comes out right at the Scottsboro bridge. We headed east on Hwy 35 to the top of the ridge where we have
traditionally stopped at an
unfinished subdivision that
overlooks Lake Guntersville which
is a fantastic view.

We then headed north
back down the ridge where we
picked up Hwy 40 at the base of
the bridge. We circled around
north of Fort Payne and then into
Mentone, AL. Next we headed up
the mountain ridge and past
DeSoto State Park and back down
Hwy 35 into Ft. Payne to spend
the night at the Rodeway Inn. The
day had turned into an absolutely
gorgeous sunny day and warmed
up nicely as we went along.

In the morning, we headed
back down Hwy 35 and stopped
briefly at Little River Falls. Next we headed down the north face of Little River Canyon and as usual, this was the highlight
of the trip. The twisting, roller coaster road was highlighted by some of the best color of the trip.
We came out on Hwy 273 and headed into Centre, Al for a brief break before crossing Lake Weiss and heading
south on Hwy 9 through Piedmont, AL.



Hwy 9 eventually connects with the Cheaha Mountain Parkway and the fall color on this road may have been the
best of the trip. We picked up Hwy 49 and headed south to Lineville, AL where we stopped for lunch. One group stayed
for the big car show in Lineville and another group headed home after lunch. The group who stayed including yours truly,

headed south after the car show taking Hwy 77 into
Lafayette where we picked up US Hwy 431 into
Opelika where | met my Lady for dinner who was very
disappointed that she could not come on this ride
which is one of her favorites. 1 filled her in on the
details and got her fired up for next year.

All'in all, it was another great North Alabama
ride with absolutely perfect weather and a great group
of VMTA riders.

Roger

Monthly Contemplation

A thing of beauty is a joy forever.
John Keats, Poet

Turkey day

For the third straight year Mary & | were going to Michelle’s in Lumpkin for Thanksgiving dinner. Going with us this year
was Bob and Johnny & Connie. Wanting to beat the large crowd we went down the direct route. Arriving there we saw no
cars in the street and knew something was wrong. On the door was a sign “DUE TO CONDITIONS BEYOND OUR
CONTROL WE ARE NOT ABLE TO OPEN TODAY".

Without much discussion it was onto the Georgetown location via Rt. 39. The parking lot was nearly full but we found
ample space right outside the east entrance. Surprised, we found ourselves only second in line and were seated in short
order. As always the food was very good.

Upon leaving Johnny & Connie had shopping to do so they headed directly back to Columbus. We headed east on 27
back through Lumpkin to Preston. Then 153 & 30 to Buena Vista, up 352 to Juniper and Rt. 80 home.



VMTA Calendar of Events December 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 Annual
Christmas
Party 7:00 PM
7. Toys For 8. No 9 10 11 12 13
Tots Ride — Business
9:00 at IHOP Meeting in
P.C. Ride as a | Dec.
group to CC
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Winter Begins Christmas
Day
28 29 30 31
News Years
Eve
VMTA Calendar of Events January 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1. Polar Bear | 2 3
Ride Depart
Shell station
at 9:30 AM
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12. Business 13 14 15 16 17
Meeting 7PM
at Piccadilly’s
in the Mall
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31




