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May  2006                     WWW.VMTAColumbusga.org 
 

Newsletter Editor: John Fiske (706) 561-3543, email: jfiske1941@bellsouth.net 
 

Business Meeting: 
 

May 8th at  7:00  
Piccadilly’s in Peachtree Mall 

Eat at 6:30 or earlier. 
 

Board Meeting 
To Be Schedule 

As needed 
 
 

 

Officers: 
 
President: Bob Smith 

Tel:  (706) 660-8524 

Cell: (706) 575-7932 

 

Vice-President: Clete Richardson 

Tel:  (334) 291-0055 

Cell: (706) 289-0055 

  

Ride Chairman: Chris Aycock 

Tel:  (706) 507-1839 

Cell: (404) 606-0408 

 

Treasurer: Mary Fiske 

(706) 561-3543 

 

Secretary: Joan Kaplan 

Tel:  (229) 649-9282 

Cell: (706) 392-9282 

 

Public Relations: Earl Cheal 

Tel:  (706) 563-5677 

Cell: (706) 575-6761 

Presidents Message 
 

            We have arrived at our 
prime-riding season with very low 
humidity.  Can’t ask for better than 
this.  Have you got your bikes all 
checked out and serviced by 
following Clete’s advise in the 
newsletter the past 
months (or your own 
schedule)?    

    
Some of us will be on 
one of those great rides 
that we all sit around and 

talk about during the Wings Over 
the Smokey’s weekend in 
September.  We are off to 
Arkansas to ride the Ozark 
Mountains. Should be a good time 
as the curves are long sweepers 
one can do in high gear.  Scenery 
is great and then we can take a 
soak in a hot spring. Ha 
 Error! Bookmark not 
defined. will chair the club meeting 
with a program by Art Murphy.  

The fish fry went off with 
great weather and good catfish.  
Again, thanks for all the help in 
putting on this annual event to 
honor our membership. 
 Remember Mother’s Day 
is coming up!  No rides on that 
weekend. 
 
Enjoy,   Bob Smith 

Announcements  
 
May Birthdays 
9th –  Lucy Manzer 

10th – Valerie Cohen 

17th – Linda Cowall  

 
May Anniversaries 
 

(NONE) 

 

 

Deadline for the June  
Newsletter is Thursday, June 
1st Email articles to: 
Jfiske1941@bellsouth.net  

 

June Tour to the Old 
Frontier 
 
From June 6

th
 to June 11

th
 we are 

planning a ride up through 
Tennessee, into Central and 
Eastern Kentucky, West Virginia, 
and down through the North 
Carolina Mountains.  This ride will 
feature frequent stops at points of 
interest so it would be an excellent 
ride for a passenger or those who 
dislike long days in the saddle. 
 
We will leave Columbus 
Wednesday morning with Chris  
leading the group up through 
Central Tennessee into Kentucky.  
On Thursday John and Mary will 
lead us through Central KY and 
into Davey Crockett country where 
Bob will take over on Friday and 
lead us into Eastern Kentucky and 
crossing into West Virginia.  



Saturday we will work our way 
down to around Asheville so it 
should be an easy ride home on 
Sunday. 
 
Each day should be no longer than 
350 miles with some days being 
less than 200 miles. 
 
We need firm commitments from 
the participants by May so we 
can line up hotels and the such 
(finding accommodations for a 
number of people on short 
notice isn’t practical in many 
small towns).  If you are 
interested please contact Chris 
now. 
 

Meeting Presentation 
 
Art Murphy will give a presentation 
at the May meeting on mortgages. 
He will cover things to consider for 
someone seeking a mortgage.  
 
 
 

May & June Ride 
Calendar 
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday, 6 May: Best Dam Ride. 
Depart the Phenix City Wal-Mart at 
10:00. Ride Captain Roger Miller. 
Roger will take us to the Lake 
Martin Dam and arrange 
a tour if possible. After that lunch 
and a scenic ride home. 
 
Saturday, 13 May: Sherrano!s. 
Ride Captain, John Fiske. Depart 
Miller Road Burger King at 5:00.  
Good Italian food. 
 
Saturday, 20 May: Potluck Dinner. 
6:00 at the Fiske!s. Sign up at the 
May meeting or contact Mary to tell 
her what you will bring. 
 
Saturday, 27 May: Yoder!s. Ride 
Captain Clete Richardson. Depart 
Victory Drive Burger King 5:00. 
Yoder!s is always a favorite. 
 
Saturday, 3 June: Fantails in 
Prattville, AL. Ride Captain Jackie 

Hancock. Depart Phenix City Wal-
Mart at 6:00. Fantails is an 
excellent seafood restaurant north 
of Montgomery. 
 
7-11 June: Tennessee, Kentucky, 
& West Virginia Tour. This should 
be an excellent multi-day tour with 
interesting sights and stops each 
day. It is perfectly suited to both 
riders and passengers alike. See 
Bob, John Fiske, or Chris if 
interested. 
 
 

Long Term Planning Dates 
 
28

th
 – 30 July –Camp-in at 

Curso’s Blueridge Motorcycle 
Campground. Make your 
reservations now. 
 
12 August – Mid-night Ride 
Clete to lead, beginning at 9:30 
PM. Destination TBD. 
 
16 September – Progressive 
Dinner starting at 5:00 PM. 
 
21

st
 – 23

rd
 September – Wings 

Over the Smokies 
 
1

st
 October – Membership 

Cookout. 
 
21

st
 – 22

nd
 October – Shrimp 

Peel. 
 
2

nd
 December – Christmas Party 

 
 

Spring-Break Parkway 
Ride 

School was out, it was 
time for the first long ride of the 
year. Gerry Boyd wanted to get 
away to the Outer Banks this year 
but that is a long ride with 
questionable weather.  So we 
decided to just stay more in the 
mountainous areas of TN, NC, and 
VA. 

 We headed up to the 
Cherohala Scenic Skyway by way 
of Rt. 53 from Rome to the 
shortcut Rt. 136 over to the four-
lane Rt. 5N up to Blue Ridge and 
then it turns into scenic Rt. 68 in 
TN.  Start of some curves! YES . . .  

 By afternoon we were at 
the beginning of the Dragon (Deals 

Gap),   
which John wanted to ride but only 
once.  Since we needed to return 
the same way we decided to 
forego that run till later in the year 
when Joan can make the ride too. 
Now this is a Tuesday, in early 
April and at the gas station we saw 
12 sport bikes       

 and 4 
other Wings from all over the 
country.  Granted some used a 
trailer and others were in the 
military and rode 10 hrs to get 
there.  We were able to chat with 
some riders at the motel that 
evening.   
 The next morning was 32 
degrees at Robbinsville. The 
service members were already 
gone at 6:30, heading back to the 
D.C. area on sport bikes. . . .Brrrr.  
We headed to Cherokee to do 
some grandkid shopping.  Parked 
in front of a fudge shop, big 
mistake. 

From there we got on the 
Parkway.  The scenery was so 
much different than summertime; 
you could see the terrain since 
there were no leaves on the 
underbrush.  The deep ravines and 
small streams were revealed at 
this time of 

year.  
We rode all the way to 

Galax, VA. It was pretty late in the 
day when we got rooms, I knew 
something about the town from a 
recent article in a cycle magazine.  
They have big music festivals 
there on weekends in the summer.  



Especially fiddles contests 

bringing in 
over 100,000 music lovers. 

We rode west on Rt. 58 
toward Damascus, skirting Mt. 
Rogers, the highest point in 
Virginia, and then turning south on 
Rt. 67, a very scenic highway.  
This let us alternate between NC 
and TN for several hours.  As 
always in the mountains, from out 
of nowhere came some rain.  We 
checked the radar at a restaurant 
and decided to head across the 
Parkway and look for dry roads.  
That is just what happened, the 
southern roads were dry, so I zig-
zagged them on any kind of paved 
road toward the border.  We finally 
found Rt. 64 going toward 
Chimney Rock, passing the city of 
Lake Lure.  This is a stunning area 
to view.  Spent the night in Brevard 
before heading for home across 
NC on two-lane roads.  This takes 
all day but is a lot more fun than 
the freeway. 
 Bypassed Atlanta on Rt. 
61 just west of town, which took us 
to Carrolton and good old standby 
RT. 27 on toward home.  1400+ 
miles this early in the year was 
pretty neat. Not near as far as 
Texas last year but good roads 
non-the less. 
Bob 

 
Biker’s Wisdom 
 

• The best alarm clock is 

sunshine on chrome. 

 

• A good mechanic will let you 

watch without charging you for 

it.  
 

• Never do less than 40 miles 
before breakfast. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Safety Message 
 

Well, the riding season 
has fully arrived and it is time to 
refresh our memories of correct 
riding procedures. I am sure that 
everyone remembers that we ride 
in the staggered formation as 
outlined in the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation handbook.  

This formation is for safety 
of the individual as well as for the 
group. When a group is riding in a 
staggered formation, it takes up 
less space on the highway than a 
single-file line. It is easier for other 
motorists to see and, by protecting 
its lane, is less likely to be 
separated by other traffic. Larger 
groups should divide up into 
smaller, more manageable groups, 
ideally five to seven bikes. 
 

A staggered formation is 
the best way to keep ranks close 
and still maintain an adequate 
space cushion both in front and 
behind each rider. A space 
cushion will give each rider plenty 
of room to maneuver and still 
maintain the riding formation. On 
sunny dry roads, a minimum space 
cushion is considered to be a two-
second following distance between 
each rider and the rider directly in 
front of them. During inclement 
weather it is advisable to increase 
following distance by adding more 
space in between riders of the 
group.  

In a staggered formation, 
the leader rides in the left third of 
the lane, while the next rider stays 
at least one second behind in the 
right third of the lane. The rest of 
the group follows this pattern. 

 

If your formation is correct, 
the third rider is two seconds 
behind the leader, but only one 
second behind the second rider. If 
there are trikes and/or sidecars 
within your group, those machines 
should be ridden in the center of 
the lane, and keep at least a two-
second following distance within 
the group to maintain their space 
cushion. 

In certain situations, it is 
safer for the group to ride in single 
file. The single-file formation is 

best used when more room to 
maneuver might be needed. This 
could be when entering traffic, on 
curvy or narrow roads, or in any 
other situation where more space 
cushion is needed. By riding single 
file, each rider in the group can 
more freely use the entire lane and 
choose their own line through a 
turn. As with riding formations, 
keeping an adequate space 
cushion between riders and 
adjusting it to suit changing needs 
is important.  

 

Lets keep safety in mind at all 
times, and keep in mind that safety 
comes before the integrity of the 
group. 

"Ride safe". 

 

Clete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need OEM Parts?   
 

We are all familiar with the 
numerous web sites for after 
market bike parts, but a recent 
need to replace an OEM part on 
my new Honda VTX sent me on a 
Google search.  I found the most 
awesome website with 
unbelievable prices.  I needed to 
replace the chrome frame housing 
around my speedometer, a major 
piece of equipment.  I just knew 
this was gonna set me back a 
fortune.  Nope – I ordered the 
complete assembly, which 
included not only the big chrome 
frame piece, but also all the 

For Sale by Member 
 

GL1800 Tool Kit. Complete, in 

pouch and like new. An $80.00 
value. Selling for $40.00. Call 
John at 706-561-3543 or email 
‘jfiske1941@bellsouth.net’. 

 
Honda Boots: Size 10-1/2, side 
zipper with buckle strap. $50. Call 
Denny at 850-995-2660 or email 
‘sanden.reid@mchsi.com’. 
 



screws, washers, seals and 
cushion pieces.  All of this for a 
whopping total of $37.24. 
 
The site is 
www.temeculamotorsports.com.  
Click on "OEM Parts Finder" and 
click through for your bike's make 
and model. 
 
Now for another shocker.  After I 
ordered the kit, I called Extreme 
Power Sports for a price.  The guy 
guessed it would be a couple of 
hundred bucks, but after looking it 
up, his price was only $40.96.  I’m 
sure each of us would have 
thought the price would have been 
jacked up, so “Bravo!” for Extreme.  
If I hadn’t already ordered it on 
line, I sure would have ordered it 
from them.   
 
So here’s a good website, and a 
good word for Extreme.   
 
Ride safe! 
 

Susan Miller 
 

 

Same Subject 
 
I recently needed to replace a front 
brake rotor. Based on past 
experience I called Competition 
Accessories. They wanted $210 
plus shipping and 10 days delivery.  
Just to satisfy myself I called 
Extreme. SHOCK. Their price over 
the counter with tax was $175.24 
and two day availability. 
 
I just looked on web site Susan 
has given us and the cost was 
$175.24 plus delivery. 
 
Guess moral of story is always 
check with our local dealer before 
buying elsewhere.  
 
John F. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS FRIENDS Of VMTA 
10% Discount on the total ticket to VMTA members with proof of membership.  
Sales tax will not be included in the discount.  If you need a membership card please contact Mary. 
 

Tire King 
Manchester Expressway  

Tires/ Alignments/ brakes/ shocks/ struts/ oil 
service/ wheels/ AC service 
 
 Ask for Jeremy Hancock or Steve Crenshaw.  
(Sales tax will not be included in the discount)  
 

(706) 324-0444  Manchester Expressway, Columbus 
 

Get Noticed!                                         Get Lit !! 

Express Lites 

Custom LEDs, Spark Plug Wires & Neons  

For Motorcycles In Red, Amber, Purple,  
Blue, Green, white, & Orange  

Bo Prytula                Cell: 706 563-3085 

Email: bo@expresslites.com  

web: www.expresslites.com  

Licensed & Insured 

JVC and Sons Enterprises 
 

Jared & Valerie are offering VMTA members a 
10% off regular embroidery prices.  Email or visit 
their web site. 
 
Email : jvcandsons@mchsi.com 
Web site: jvcandsons.com 

 

  
 



 

 

 

 

VMTA Calendar of Events May 2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 Best Dam 
Ride Phenix 
City Wal Mart 
Lv 10:00 
 

7 8 Business 
Meeting @ 
Piccadilly’s 
7:00 PM 

9 10 11 12 13 Sherrano’s 
Lv Miller Rd 
Burger King at 
5:00 John to 
lead 
Full Moon 

14 
 
Mother’s Day 

15 16 
 

17 18 19 20 Pot Luck 
Supper at the 
Fiske’s Arrive 
by 6:00 P.M. 

21 22 Board 
Meeting 6:30 
1500 2

nd
 Ave 

23 24 
 

25 26 27 Yoder’s for 
dinner. Lv 
Victory Dr 
Burger King @ 
5:00 Clete to 
Lead 

28 29 
 
Memorial Day 
 
 

30 31       

VMTA Calendar of Events June 2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 2 3 Fantails in 
Prattville, AL 
Phenix City 
Wal Mart 6:00 
Jackie to lead 

4 5 6 
 

7  
Ride to TN, 
KY, VA, NC 

8 
Ride to TN, 
KY, VA, NC 

9 

Ride to TN, 
KY, VA, NC 

 

10  
Ride to TN, KY, 
VA, NC 

11 
Ride to TN, 
KY, VA, NC 
 

12  Business 
Meeting @ 
Piccadilly’s 
7:00 PM 

13 
 

14 15 GWRRA 
Wing Fling in 
Rome 
 

16 GWRRA 
Wing Fling in 
Rome 
 
 

17 GWRRA 
Wing Fling in 
Rome 
 

18 
Father’s Day 

19  
 

20 21 
 

22   
Honda Hoot in 
Knoxville 
 

23 
Honda Hoot in 
Knoxville 
 

24 
Honda Hoot in 
Knoxville 
 

25 
 

26 Board 
Meeting 6:30 
1500 2

nd
 Ave 

 

27 28 29 30  


