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January 2005              WWW.VMTAColumbusga.org 
 

Newsletter Editor: John Fiske (706) 561-3543, email: jfiske1941@aol.com 
 

Business Meeting: 
January 9th 7:00 Buffet City 

2301 Airport Thruway, 
(between Applebee’s and 

Steve B’s Pizza) 
Eat at 6:30 or earlier. 

 
Board Meeting 

January 23th  6:30  
Place T.B.A. 

 
 

 

Officers: 
 
President: Bob Smith 

Tel:  (706) 660-8524 

Cell: (706) 575-7932 

 

Vice-President: Clete Richardson 

Tel:  (334) 291-0055 

Cell: (706) 289-0055 

  

Ride Chairman: Chris Aycock 

Tel:  (706) 507-1839 

Cell: (404) 606-0408 

 

Treasurer: Mary Fiske 

(706) 561-3543 

 

Secretary: Jim Ingram 

Tel:  (334) 298-9153 

Cell: (706) 566-1044 

 

Public Relations: Earl Cheal 

Tel:  (706) 563-5677 

Cell: (706) 575-6761 

Happy New Year 

 
Welcome to the New Year. 

We are a great club that has 
always gotten involved in lots of 
different events during the year.  
Lets continue that again this year; 
therefore keep in mind suggestions 
for us during the coming year. 
 The Christmas Party at 
Magnolia’s Restaurant was a great 
success. Thanks to Carolyn, 
Connie and Gwen for all their hard 
work.  We were presented with 
great decorations and food 
supplied by the restaurant.  Makes 
the preparations just a little easier 
for our hosts. 
 I want to thank those club 
members that stepped up to fill the 
official positions for the 2006.  By 
everyone taking a turn, the club 
keeps a varied outlook for our 
activities. This is the first time in 10 
years that I have been given the 
top position of leadership, some 
might say it is high time but I know 
there are several others who have 
been in the club much longer and 
have not served in this office!  
Some of you may be asked to help 
with the calling committee, please 
step right up and help out. 

 Remember to look 
elsewhere in this issue for the 
information on leading a ride 
during the coming year.  If 
everyone comes up with just one 
ride that they will lead we can have 
even more places to ride to than 
ever before.  That is what we are 
all about – getting out there and 
going somewhere, even if it is just 
a ride in the country.  We are not 
talking about a Daytona Bike Week 
or the trip to Key West like last 
year (that does takes some 
organizing).  But, come up with 
some sort of ride and let us know 
where & when you want to head 
out. 
 The Atlanta Bike Show 
has been rescheduled for later in 
the spring; maybe more of us can 
ride our bikes up to there than 
used to for the January show. 
 The Polar Bear Ride will 
be over as you read this; I sure 
hope it was a dry day as Chris said 
it could not be too cold to ride!  
(what is that comfort package on 
the new 06 Wing??) 
 
Bob 

 

 
Announcements  

 
January Birthdays 
 
4th - Sidney Martin 
5th - Linda Parker 
17th - Jerry Boyd 
17th Ð James Ingram 
23rd - Leslie Smith 
26th Ð John Delay 
29th Ð Brad Gobbell  



January Anniversaries 
 
6th Ð Jackie & Altheia Hancock 
8th Ð George & Gwen Carter 
 

 

Deadline for the February  
Newsletter is Wednesday, 
Feb 1.  Email articles to: 
Jfiske1941@aol.com.  

 

Upcoming Rides and 
Events 
 
 
 
1 January: New Year’s Day Polar 
Bear Ride.  10:00 Welcome Center 
Shell Station.  Ride Leader Chris 
Aycock.  It may not be cold enough 
for polar bears so in that case it 
will just be a New Year’s Day ride.  
Whatever it is let’s kick off 2006 
with an easy ride north of here to 
Pine Mountain, Warm Springs, 
Gay, Concord and Woodbury.  The 
warmer it is the longer we will ride.  
After the ride you are welcome to 
Chris and Meitra’s house for a 
traditional southern New Year’s 
Day lunch of collards, black-eyed 
peas, and cornbread. 
 
 

January Social Calendar 
 
19 January: Locos Amigos 
Cantina 1030 Broadway, 
Columbus.  Meet there 6:30.  
Locos Amigos features some of 
the most authentic and best 
Mexican food in Columbus.  Don’t 
miss the chicken enchiladas with 
molè sauce. 
 
 
 

2006 Public Relations 
Initiatives  
 
Meeting presentations  
During the time I have been a 
VMTA club member, I have come 
to realize that our members have 
varied talents and experiences, 
many of which are very interesting. 

During this year, we hope to have 
members share their experiences 
and expertise with us during our 
meetings. For example: it would be 
great to have Jake and Joan 
Kaplan explain what we should do 
if we reach the scene of a 
motorcycle accident. If you have a 
topic you would like to present or if 
you know of a member or a guest 
that would be interesting, please 
contact: Earl Cheal, Public 
Relations Committee Chair at 
(706) 563-5677 or 
aec177a1@aol.com.  

 
 
Public Awareness of VMTA  
Do you have ideas of how we can 
get the message of our club out to 
other perspective members? What 
about a gimmick that will attract 
attention? Places to post fliers? 
Activities where we should have 
visibility? Perspective members 
who need a personal contact? If 
you have answers or comments to 
any of the above or other ideas 
about Public Relations, you are 
encouraged to contact: Earl Cheal, 
Public Relations Committee Chair 
at (706) 563-5677 or 
aec177a1@aol.com 
 

 
Christmas Dinner Delight 
 What an awesome time 
when you can spend it with the 
folks that mean so much to you.  
What better of a Christmas kick off 
than to start it with your friends of 
the VMTA.  Again I have to say; it 
just doesn’t get any better than this 
and my heart goes out to the folks 
who missed it.  We had a really 
great turnout, missed Ya! 
 Where do I start?  Let’s go 
to the dinner, was that spectacular 
or what. The turkey stuffing with 
the turkey in it, or was it the 
mashed potatoes & gravy, or the 
Ham, or the Lima beans, or maybe 
it was the Sweet Potato Soufflé.  
Than again they say the salad 
makes the meal and with the 
cranberry sauce, cucumber salad, 
rigatoni salad, potato salad.  Let’s 
just say, “It was ALL good”!  And 
desert, well I was so stuffed I just 
couldn’t eat anymore; and did I 
ever miss out. 

 What a great job Caroline, 
Gwen, and Connie did at 
coordinating the dinner and 
Caroline’s sister filled the room 
with festive music. Then Johnny 
and Connie got up to play Santa 
and Mrs. Claus. Johnny with that 
hat you know just had to be on 
Viagra, what a hoot!  The 
questions and answer game was 
sure a lot of fun.  You can tell a lot 
of work goes into setting up 
something like that, but Johnny 
and Connie have always been 
there to volunteer whenever the 
VMTA needed something, and I 
mean anything.   
 Everything at the dinner 
went like a smooth moving Rolex 
watch.  It never ceases to amaze 
me how some of these members 
get these events together and 
make them run so smooth for our 
enjoyment.  You know it takes a lot 
of dedication and hard work and 
Linda and I would like to say 
Thank You to all that put in that 
extra effort to make the VMTA 
what it is today. 
 Linda and I have been on 
the board before and we know first 
hand the difficulties encountered 
while serving.  We should all give a 
special Thanks to Roger and 
Susan for doing such a wonderful 
job for the last two years.  Roger 
mentioned it was not just him but a 
team effort as Susan was there to 
assist.  Therefore let me go on to 
say thanks to Bob Smith for taking 
on the responsibility of vice 
president, Chris Aycock as Roger 
put it so correctly “Putting us in the 
21

st
 century with the Web Site, 

John and Mary taking care of the 
newsletter, never missing a 
meeting and also duly winning the 
most rides award, Joan Kaplan for 
keeping everything straight as 
secretary, and Jackie Hancock for 
stepping up and taking part.  
Everyone owes a dept of gratitude 
to all of you, congratulations and 
Thank You!  
 After the dinner we went to 
El Carrizo’s for a small party.  Over 
half the people that went to the 
dinner showed up at the 
restaurant; and the Margaritas 
started flowing!  Bobby and Clete 
started in with their jokes and the 
whole table was laughing.  I 



haven’t laughed so hard in a very 
long time.  It was so great to get 
back with everyone; we really had 
a wonderful time.    
 
Barry 

   
2005 and 2006 Mileage 
Contest 
 
2005 is over so those of you who 
volunteered your mileage for 2005 
should check your mileage as of 
New Year’s Day 2006 and get that 
to me at 
miles@vmtacolumbusga.org or at 
my regular email address.  I will 
send out a reminder to all who 
participated last year and hand out 
the award at the January meeting. 
 
If you are interested in entering the 
2006 mileage contest please send 
me your mileage as of New Year’s 
Day to the address above or feel 
free to call me at (706) 507-1839 
and let me know.  Even if you don’t 
do high miles it’s a good way to 
have someone keep track of your 
mileage for the year. 
 
Thanks, Chris 
 
Ride and Event Planning 
 in 2006 
 
As you may know rides and events 
are going to work a little differently 
this year.  This article serves as a 
guide to these changes.  Please 
take a few minutes to familiarize 
yourself with these changes. 
 
There will be two calendars, the 
social calendar and the ride 
calendar.  The social calendar is 
open to anyone who wants to have 
an informal get together with the 
club.  Thursday night dinners or 
bowling are good examples of 
things that can be on the social 
calendar.  If you want to include 
something on the social calendar 
please contact 

chris.aycock@mac.com before 

the fourth Sunday of the month 
before the event so it can be 
included in the next month’s 
newsletter. 
 

The ride calendar will be separate 
from the social calendar and will 
include the traditional club events 
(fish fry, shrimp peel, etc.).  The 
board will decide the dates for the 
traditional events at the January 
2006 board meeting.  Only events 
in the ride calendar will count as 
official club events for the Roger 
Delay Award. 
 
Ride planning is now in the hands 
of the individual member, not the 
board.  We will strive for two rides 
a month.  Each rider is asked to 
consider leading at least one ride a 
year.  Please consult your 
calendar and contact 

chris.aycock@mac.com to 

reserve a ride date.  A couple of 
people have already placed dibs 
on certain dates.  The type of ride, 
destination, and date of the ride is 
up to the person who volunteers to 
lead the ride.  
 
For example, some member might 
volunteer to lead ride on the third 
Saturday in April.   That member 
would decide the time, destination, 
and duration of the ride and 
provide the when and where to 

chris.aycock@mac.com for 

inclusion in the schedule.  It can be 
anything the ride leader thinks 
would interest other club members. 
 
The board will provide it’s full 
support to the ride leader to help 
plan, publicize, and execute the 
ride.  The ride leader would have 
to commit to the date of the ride at 
least 60 days prior to the ride.  The 
ride leader should provide full 
details for the ride to 

chris.aycock@mac.com by the 

fourth Sunday of the month prior to 
the ride.  This allows the ride to 
appear in the newsletter.  Once the 
newsletter is published the ride 
date cannot change. 
 
Remember the Ride Captain 
Lottery is in effect again for 2006.  
Anyone who leads a ride gets an 
entry into the lottery, which is 
drawn at the end of the year.  The 
more rides you lead the more 
entries you get.  The winner gets 
free family membership for a year. 
 

That’s about it.  This will probably 
change some as the year 
progresses as we find what works 
and what doesn’t.  Go ahead and 
volunteer for a ride now so you can 
reserve your date.  If not I will 
happily nag you until you do. 
 
Chris 

 
 

SAFETY TIP OF THE MONTH 
 

SAFETY 
MESSAGE  

NOT  
AVAILABLE  

AT  
PRESS  
TIME 

 

 

Dinner in Savannah 

 
 Right after Christmas we 
were out riding when the 
suggestion was to go to dinner in 
Savannah before New Years Eve, 
that was all it took to get 6 of us on 
our bikes.  Chris, Bob, John, Jim, 
Clete and Jerry took off on 
Thursday morning at a comfortable 
45 deg with plenty of sunshine, 
touring across Georgia toward 
Montezuma, Hawkinsville, and 
Empire then on to Alamo, Ga.  
Was really nice riding the center of 
the state.  Next up was Vidalia, just 
missing Santa Claus, Ga.  Anyone 
know that was down here too?  
Manassas came up as we neared 
the coast city. 
 We put the bikes on top of 
a parking garage as there is little 
parking on the street. Looking for a 
good lunch spot downtown is not 
hard, finding one without a line 
was another story.  But food was 
found, leaving time to run out to 
Tybee Island and check out the 



few crazy kids splashing in the 
ocean.  Brrrr – they did seem to be 
having fun. 
 Back to town and check in 
at the motel, then walk down to the 
Riverfront area to enjoy some 
seafood!  Boy, were there ever 
steps down to the lower level, lots 
of them. Luckily we found an easy 
return path back to get some 
sleep. 
 The next morning was 
very chilly but by the time we 
slowly got ready to leave it was 
back to mid 40s and we headed 
south on #17 to a scenic road 
(#99) near Sapelo Island.  Took a 
break near some shrimp boats at 
Darian.  We then took #32 all the 
way back across to Oscilla.  Got to 
see what is on the other side of the 
Sweet Potato parade route.  
Stayed north of Albany by going 
thru Leesburg and into Dawson.  
You all know the rest of the way to 
home from there. 
 
Bob 

 
Biker’s Wisdom 
 
• Never be too ashamed to 

unlearn an old habit. 
 
• If you want to complain about 

the pace being set by the road 
captain, be prepared to lead 
the group yourself. 

 
• No matter what brand you ride, 

it’s all the same wind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BUSINESS FRIENDS OF VMTA 

Membership Dues 
 
2006 Club dues are now due. 
$20 for single & $30 for 
member and spouse. Please 
pay Mary at any meeting or 
mail to VMTA c/o Mary @ 
3951 Biltmore Drive, 
Columbus, GA 31909 
 
Must be paid before  
March 31, 2006 



10% Discount on the total ticket to VMTA members with proof of membership.  
Sales tax will not be included in the discount.  If you need a membership card please contact Mary. 
 

Tire King 
Manchester Expressway  

Tires/ Alignments/ brakes/ shocks/ struts/ oil 
service/ wheels/ AC service 
 

 Ask for Jeremy Hancock or Steve Crenshaw.  
(Sales tax will not be included in the discount)  
 
(706) 324-0444  Manchester Expressway, Columbus 
 

Get Noticed!                                         Get Lit !! 
Express Lites 

Custom LEDs, Spark Plug Wires & Neons  
For Motorcycles In Red, Amber, Purple,  
Blue, Green, white, & Orange  
Bo Prytula                Cell: 706 563-3085 
Email: bo@expresslites.com  
web: www.expresslites.com  
Licensed & Insured 

JVC and Sons Enterprises 
 

Jared & Valerie are offering VMTA members a 
10% off regular embroidery prices.  Email or visit 
their web site. 
 
Email : jvcandsons@mchsi.com 
Web site: jvcandsons.com 

 

  
  

  

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

VMTA Calendar of Events January 2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 Polar Bear 
Ride 10:00AM 
Welcome Ctr. 
Shell station 
New Year’s 
Day 

2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 

8 9 Business 
Meeting 7:00 
Buffet City 

10 11 12 13 14 
 
 
 
O Moon 

15 16 17 18 19 Locos 
Amigos 
Cantina on 
Broadway  
Meet there 
6:30  

20 21 

22 23 Board 
Meeting 
T.B.D. 

24 25 
 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

VMTA Calendar of Events February 2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 
 

10 
 

11 

12 
 
 
 
O Moon 

13 Business 
Meeting 7:00 
Buffet City 

14 
 
Valentine’s 
Day 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 
 
President’s 
Day 

21 22 
 

23 
 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 Board 
Meeting 
T.B.D. 
 

28        


