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President’s Last Message
Business Meeting:

It is cool as | write this, hope it is much warmer
January 8th at 7:00 PM for the Toy —4 —Tots Ride coming up. The club
Piccadilly’s in Peachtree always has fun at this event and it is for a good

Mall cause.
] ) A big thanks to the new Officers in the club, you know we will help out as
Eat at 6:30 or earlier needs arise during the year, like every other year. That is the glue that held this

club together for all these years; they are mounting up, aren’t they? Ha!

Board Meeting

To Be Schedule
As needed

We look forward to a good Christmas Party again. A big thanks to
the hostesses, they work on this from Oct. on, it does take some
effort. They should be our entertainment, from the sounds of
their organizational meeting. (if you missed our club meeting you
won'’t get this statement) Thanks again.

Remember there will be a Polar Bear Ride on New Years Day; this

is becoming a tradition. Of course, the rides up North are the real

eye openers! Hope we do not have the blustery weather they

always have. We can just read about their ride in the Wing World
T or Cycle Magazine later in the season and remember our warm

Vice-Preddent: Clete ride. (Chuckle)

Richardson

Tel: (334) 291-0055 Bob Smith

Cell: (706) 289-0055

Presdent Bob Smith
Tel: (706) 660-8524
Cell: (706) 575-7932

Ride Chairman: (OPEN)

Announcements

December Birthdays December Anniversaries
Treasurer:. Mary Fiske
(706) 561-3543 9" — Randolph Harchar 21— Jacob and Joan Kaplan

23" — Richard Parker 23" — Chris and Meitra Aycock
Secetary: Joan Kaplan 28:: — George Carter 29:: - Micky & Laura Avirett
Tel: (229) 649-9282 ggth -—J‘l?r(;(\)/ti)s'g:rlﬁgr 29" — Denny and Sandy Reid
Cell: (706) 392-9282

30™ — Cornelius Smith

Public Relations: Earl Ched
Tel: (706) 563-5677
Cell: (706) 575-6761




December & January
Ride & Event
Calendar

December 3" — Toy for Tots
Ride - Meet at the IHOP in
Phenix City at 10:30 for eats.
Will ride as a group to the Civic
Center for noon.

December 9th - Christmas
Party at Magnolia Café 7:00 PM
A good time and good food is
promised for everyone.

January 1% — Polar Bear Ride.
This traditional club ride will
leave the Welcome Center Shell
Station at 10:00 AM. Route to
be determined by ride captain.

Biker’'s Wisdom

¥ Talk is cheap because
supply exceeds demand.

¥ Even if you are on the right
track, you'll get run over if
you just sit there.

¥ In just two days, tomorrow
will be yesterday.

¥ I plan on living forever. So
far so good.

December Safety Message

Passing Other Traffic

When your group wants to pass slower traffic as a group (or change lanes)
on a freeway or interstate, the group may pass as a unit. When it is safe and legal,
the lead rider should signal the lane change when they have determined the entire
group can change lanes and pass as a unit. The other riders then follow this lead
and signal one at a time to move into the next lane.

On a two-lane highway, when passing slower traffic such as construction
or farm vehicles, the group should pass one at a time. Take special care if passing
slower vehicles or horse-drawn carriages such as those that the Amish use. Be
courteous and safe by only using marked passing zones. The leader should signal
their intentions first and then pull out when it is safe and legal. After completing the
pass, the leader should return to the left lane position and continue at a passing
speed to leave room for the next rider, then the next rider should move up to the
left position and watch for a safe chance to pass. After passing this rider should
return to the right position and open up room for the next rider. The rest of the
group should follow the same pattern.

Some people suggest that the Lead rider should move to the right side
after passing a vehicle. This is not a good idea. It encourages the second rider to
pass and cut back in before there is a large enough space cushion in front of the
passed vehicle. It's simpler and safer to wait until there is enough room ahead of
the passed vehicle to allow each rider to move into the same position held before
the pass.

‘clete’
Copied from MSF Guide to Group Riding

National Peanut Festival Ride

George and Gwen Carter, Sid and Peggy Martin, and John and Connie McRae
met at Waffle King at 9:00, heading toward Dothan and the Peanut Festival in a
blanket of heavy fog. We stopped in Eufaula at the club’s favorite eatery, and
shortly after we resumed our ride. The fog lifted to a beautiful, warm fall day. Sid
had the bright idea to keep us away from the traffic associated with the parade,
and instead, led us directly to it! We became a part of the end of the parade as we
traveled on to the fairgrounds, and we had about 26 other bikes join us.

The fair had lots of peanuts to offer, and lots of giveaways, but we were
disappointed in the number of exhibits and animals. The highlight of the fair for us
was the sea lion show, after which we decided to head back home. The clouds
were thickening, darkening, and moving our way. When we stopped for bike fuel,
we all suited up in our rain suits just before the big drops began. We had a good
shower for a little while, then it was just dreary, cold and very windy all the way
home.

After arriving in Columbus, we fueled the rides at the new seafood
restaurant on Manchester Expressway, Matt’'s, which we thoroughly enjoyed. By
then, we were ready to load up and head for our warm, dry homes. We had
experienced quite a gamut of weather in a few shout hours!

Sid Martin, Ride Captain



Fall Ride to the Mountains

Did not find too many people interested in a ride
to the mountains, like the club used to do so often 20
years ago. Some were really busy and others just
thought it was too far for one day. Yes we did go 450
some miles on a Sunday. It was the day after the time
change so seemed to be a longer day.

Chris and Bob took off at 7am up the freeway to
get into the mountains quickest. In Atlanta we took
A400, which really cut some miles off. Followed two
bikes to the end of the four-lane, they were from around
the Atlanta area and we enjoyed a chat about Chris’s
bike and the neat roads.

Instead of going up Rt. 60 to Suches we went on
north on 2 lanes, stopping for coffee at a station, since
the popular bike shop at this location has closed. Met
three riders, on crotch rockets from Macon, doing the
same thing as us, making time on the four-lane to be
able enjoy the mountain roads. They were pretty cold till
they hit Atlanta then the temps really shot up, but still
they wanted to put their boots next to the fire at the Two
Wheels Only campground everyone stops at in Suches.
We had lots more protection from the wind than they did.
We enjoyed chatting with them also. Did not see them
among all the riders parked later.

We took the same back roads of an earlier trip to
this area, finally ending up on #9 going south to pick up
#60 again, then just a short way to T.W.O. campground.

There was a large group of Honda 50s there for
some kind of rally. Some from as far away as
Washington state and Florida, of course they were
trailored there. Sure sounded funny with all the exhaust
noise but very little take-off speed. Some had water-
cooling, that | did not know about.

As is always the case there were many different
bikes parked all around. This was a special weekend,
what with Trick or Treat night coming up. Lots of drivers
were in some kind of costume. Pretty funny. A fair
number of camping tents were set up.

Leaving there we went on up #60 watching out
for the Honda 50s zipping around the curves. Ha. Not
too far northward we found a neat road that came in at a
Y to #60, it looked like good pavement and went west,

so off we went. Enjoying the curves and neat new
homes for several miles, we commented how good the
road was, not 10 seconds later around a curve it came to
an abrupt end. No sign or gravel lane, no nothing!! We
had passed a new housing development that had put a
fancy entrance road with access either way on this road.
Seeing how it ended one wonders at the extra expense
to go nowhere. Well, back down the scenic road to #60
again.

Next we took a smaller road off the main one to
get to the Riverside Restaurant along the Tocoa River.
This one turned into dirt when we got near the river. The
GPS said it was not far to a main road but after several
miles we had not found anything. Finally spotted 2 guys
working on a 4 wheeler, a bolt had fallen out and they
were stealing one from the other 4-wheeler, they told us
how to get across the river and to a paved road. That
was easy. There were several nice cars on this dirt road
with us, probably looking for weekend home sites.

Took off north on the paved road to the
restaurant. Oops for some reason it was closed this
Sunday but open on Monday. They sure missed some
business. Four Bergman scooters were there taking a
break, each had 2 riders. | see more of those up in the
scenic areas with retirees riding them. When the Wing is
too big . . ..

This road went to Blue Ridge where we found a buffet
we had been to before while on a weekend trip.

The afternoon was passing so we headed back
on a direct route, taking 2 lane roads over to Cartersville
and down #61 to Carrolton and #27 south. But we
picked up #100 to Hogansville, which was a nice detour.
Then took county roads to Pine Mountain! Wow, those
were some neat roads not far from here and all new to
me! Surprise, surprise. Was almost dark when we got
back to town. Good day of riding.

Bob Smith

Christmas Party

Nobody should forget the Christmas Party on
December 9" at the Magnolia Café 7:00 PM. Based
on last years event you can expect plenty of good
food and company. Word has it that the planning
committee may have surprises in store for us. A
good time can be expected by all. Cost is $5.00 per
member and $20 per guest.

Hope to see everyone there.



Election of Officers

By unanimous vote, Officers for CY2007 were elected at
the November business meeting. Your new officers are:

President: Earl Cheal

Vice President: Sid Martin

Ride Chairpersons: Roger & Susan Miller
Treasurer: Mary Fiske
Secretary: Laurie Avirett

Public Relations: Art Murphy

We all look forward to a busy riding season and fine
companionship during 2007.

Meeting Place

At the November meeting a suggestion was made that
we may want to consider moving our meeting place
other than Piccadilly’s. Please give this some thought.
The subject will be discussed at the January 8"
meeting.

Ride Captain Lottery

The winner of the 2006 Ride Captain Lottery will be
drawn at the Christmas Party. If you led a ride during the
year your name is in the hat. It’s possible that a person
who leads just one ride will win. However, the more
chances you have the better the odds of winning. Winner
(and spouse) receive a free membership for 2007.

2006 Mileage Contest

On December 31% check the mileage on your motorcycle
and give this number to Susan Miller. Email her at
susangmiller@mindspring.com . Susan will subtract
your beginning year mileage that you gave to Chris to
determine you 2006 riding distance.

Winner will receive the plaque engraved with your name.
Last years winner was Bob Smith. Will he be unseated
for 2006? Who's taking bets???

For Sale By Member

1989 Corvette ,hard top
convertible,automatic,84k miles. Great
condition, good tires, garage kept.
Bob Shackelford @ (706) 653-1590.




VMTA Calendar of Events December 2006

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
3 Toys for 4 5 6 7 8 9 Christmas
Tots Ride Party Magnolia
Meet at IHOP Café 7:00 PM
in P.C. at
10:30
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
NO Meeting
in December
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Christmas
31
VMTA Calendar of Events January 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Polar Bear | 2 3 4 5 6
Ride Depart
Welcome Ctr.
Shell at 10:00
7 8 Business 9 10 1 12 13
Meeting 7:00
Piccadilly’s in
Peachtree
Mall
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31




